
 

 

As we continue our study of Isaiah's encounter with a holy God, one of the chief principles [if not the main 

one] we learn is that such a confrontation causes us to reject our inbred inclination towards self-justification and self-

glorification.  When we come face-to-face with God's holiness, the first aspect about ourselves that is exposed is our 

inherent sinful condition.  Like the prophet Isaiah, our immediate response is "Woe is me!" and not “Wow!  Look at 

me!"  God's holiness immediately strips us of all self-deluding notions of being naturally good.  God's holiness 

completely disrobes us of all pretenses and claims to inherent self-worth. At this time, we say like the apostle Paul, 

there's nothing good that dwells within me.   

 

Having a frontal encounter with the holiness of God is equivalent to entering into God's courtroom and 

standing before the bar of His justice where the enormity as well as the gravity of our sins is revealed in high definition 

color.  Our lips are sealed and our mouths are shut.  We can make no excuse; no alibi is acceptable.  Here, we are 

overwhelmingly aware that we are in the presence of One who is "of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at 

wrong, .."  Hab 1:13.  So what can we do?  Indeed, what must we do?  We respond like the prophet Isaiah: we openly 

and honestly confess our sins, acknowledge that we deserve His just judgment – the wages of sin is death, Rom 6:23 – 

and cry out to him for mercy. 

 

In this regard, we are to be the very opposite of the Pharisees who possessed and displayed a stubborn 

inclination towards self-exaltation.  They thought of themselves more highly than they ought and from their haughty, 

self-inflated perspective, sought to make themselves look good to others. So deceived and so blind were they that when 

confronted with the holy God in the flesh, Jesus Christ, they thought Him to be an agent of the devil, Mt 12:24; etc.  

They refused to recognize "his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth." Jn 1:14, and even 

sought to kill Him, "a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God."  8:40.  Thus, instead of bowing before the 

Holy Messiah, confessing their sins and pledging their allegiance to Him, and instead of recoiling at his holiness and 

exclaiming like Peter, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord."  Lk 5:8, they were more steeled in their self-

glorying.  To their own self-destruction, they rejected Jesus of Nazareth, the Holy One of God, Mk 1:24; see also Jn 

6:69, who later rightly denounced them as hypocrites, Mt 23:13, 15, 23, 25, 27, 29; children of hell, v. 15; blind guides, 

fools, Pharisees and men, vv. 16-17, 19, 24; unclean graves, 27; and vile snakes, v. 33.  Thus, "Gentle Jesus meek and 

mild," who extends loving, tender care to the little children whom He urged to be brought to Him, reserves His most 

strident criticism for those that made an idol of preserving their reputation, that cherished and clung to their sins, and 

that refused to acknowledge Him as Lord. 

 

Another principle we learn from Isaiah's encounter with God is that divine cleansing sin prepares us for 

(further) use by God.  This is the account of Isa 6:6-7: "Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a 

burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. And he touched my mouth and said: "Behold, this has touched 

your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for."   

 

Here we find the symbolic action of the prophet’s cleansing.  One of the seraphim takes  the hot coal from 

either the altar of burnt offering or the altar of incense and applies it to his lips [note here the inseparable connection 

between the thing signified – cleansing, and the symbol – burning or purifying coal, a union that we find in all of God's 

covenants] and  in so doing pronounces that his guilt is turned aside, a term that is used in reference to Israel's 

apostasy, Ex 32:8, "They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them.. "  Not only is Isaiah’s guilt 

expiated but also his sin is atoned for; the Lord Himself has made atonement for it.  Note: in His sovereign mercy, the 

Lord intervenes in the lives of sinners, turns towards them and removes their sin by the blood of  Jesus Christ, and 

thus prevents them from fatally turning away from Him.  By grace alone are we saved.  What we are witnessing here is 

therefore a picture of the God’s sovereign purging of sin in which He alone is the actor; the recipient, Isaiah, is silent 

and passive and contributes nothing to his cleansing.   

 

After his cleansing Isaiah hears the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" 

Then I said, "Here I am! Send me."  v. 8.  "Us" has been understood to represent either the seraphim, the Trinity or the 

Lord God and the members of his heavenly counsel.  Though different, none of these interpretations detract from the 

most important meaning of the sentence which is that, having experienced the divine cleansing,  the prophet now 

understands that he has been qualified for ministry, in other words he recognizes as Paul says, that his "sufficiency is 

from God" 2 Cor 3:5.  Thus, he immediately volunteers for the office of proclaiming God's Word to "a people who are of 

unclean lips" just like he was and whose only hope is to receive a similar cleansing from God.  Those whom the Lord 

delivers from their iniquity should be the first bearers of the good news of what He has done for them, to their former 

allies 
 

 

          


